
       Progression in History Vocabulary  

Year 1  Year 2   Year 3  Year 4  Year 5  Year 6  
Historical 

A long time ago 
Before I was born 

Then/now 
Source 

Evidence  
Significant  
Remember  

Same/different  
Historical event  

 
Changes in living memory 

Material 
Modern 

Traditional 
 

Our Capital City 
Diary 

Pitch/Tar 
Thatch 

Flammable 
Pudding Lane 
Samuel Pepys 

 
To the Moon and Back 

Astronaut 
Command module 

Lunar 
Orbit 

 
 

Historical 
Past/present  

Timeline 
Research  
Artefact  

Similarities/differences  
Sequence 

Chronological  
Historian  
Evidence  
Change 

 
Coast  

Courage - courageous 

Heroine 

RNLI Royal National Lifeboat 

Survivor 
 

Handsworth Now and Then 
Local area 

Matthew Boulton 

Society 

 
Explorers 
Explorer 

New World 
Voyage 

Windrush 
Empire Windrush 

Emigrate 
Migration 

 
 

Historical 
BC/AD 
Decade 
Ancient 
Century 

Archaeologists  
Period 
Cause  

Democracy  
Invaders/Invasion  

Empire 
 

Stone Age to Iron Age  
Hunter-gatherers 

Mesolithic 
Neolithic 

Paleolithic 
Prehistoric 

 
The Greeks 

Greece 
Greek 

Parliament 
Tax/taxes 
Olympics 

 
The Romans 

Conquer/conquest 
Emperor 
Rebellion 
Rule/ruler 

 
  
 

Historical 
Historical argument  

Point of view  
Impact 

Consequence/Consequences  
Reliable/unreliable  

Version 
Interpretation 

Societies  
Settlers 

 
 

Anglo-Saxons  
Christianity 

Danelaw 

Monastery 

Pagan 

Picts 

Settlement 

 
Vikings 

Danegeld 
Danelaw 
Heathen 

Runes 
Traders 

 
Benin 

Bronzes 
Loot 

Oba Palace 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Historical 
Comparison 

Connect/connections  
Historical claims  

Expansion 
Cross-reference  

Continuity  
Political  
Enquiry  

Primary/Secondary sources  
 
 
 

Ancient Civilisations  
Egyptians 

Summer 

Civilisation 

 
Crime and Punishment 

Capital punishment  
Executions 

Corporal punishment 
Treason 

Jury 
 

Industry  
Industry 

Industrialisation 
Mayor 
Canal 

 
 
 
  
 

Historical 
Summaries 

Major Influence  
Persuade 

Propaganda 
Bias 

Perspective  
Context  
Trends 

 
 

World Wars 
Battle of Britain 

Blitz 

Evacuee 

Evacuation 

Rationing 

 
Who am I?  
Migration 
Heritage 
Relatives 

 
Black and British   

Abolition 
Commonwealth Discrimination 

Migrant 
Prejudice 

Racism 
Segregation 

 

 


